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The Power of Open Government Data
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UK Open Data Advisor
Chair Local Public Data Panel
Chair mydata programme

23rd June 2011
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A race always helps…
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“Where there is no vision the people 
perish” Proverbs 29,18

Cholera
cases

Bicycling traffic 
accidents

Open Data does not have to be partisan

• Tim Berners-Lee and myself 
appointed 9th June 2009 and set 
about creating data.gov.uk

• Open Data referenced in both 
main UK party manifestos

• Reappointed to Public Sector 
Transparency Board June 2010

• Governments, local authorities, 
cities releasing data
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AþWe are determined to go further 
in breaking down the walled 
garden of government, using 
technology and information to 
provide greater transparency…

In January we launched 
data.gov.uk. And even in the 
short space of time since then 
the interest this initiative has 
attracted - globally - has been 
very striking...Aÿ

Gordon Brown
March 2010

Political backing is essential

AþGreater transparency across 
Government is at the heart of 
our shared commitment to 
enable the public to hold 
politicians and public bodies to 
account; to reduce the deficit 
and deliver better value for 
money in public spending; and 
to realise significant economic 
benefits by enabling businesses 
and non-profit organisations to 
build innovative applications 
and websites using public 
data.Aÿ David Cameron

May 2010

Political backing is essential

Francis Maude 
Transparency Board
May 2011
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Political backing is essential

“Our ambition is to become 
the world leader in open data, 
and accelerate the 
accountability revolution that 
the internet age has made 
possible.. A year from now 
web sites and services will 
use this data to help the 
public find answers to 
questions like: 'Which is the 
right GP for my family?', 
'What's the quality of teaching 
like in my local school?”

George Osborne
May 2011

You can promote Open Data at all levels: 
the state, regions and cities
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There are a range of arguments

• Transparency & Accountability

• Economic Value, Innovation and 
Growth

• Improve Public Services

• Engagement and the Crowd

• Efficiency – better for less

• Civil Society – Social Value

Transparency and Accountability
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Economic Value, Innovation and Growth

Improving Public Services
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Engagement and the Crowd

Efficiency – Better for Less
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Civil Society – Social Value

If you publish the apps come
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Publish data that matters… 

In the UK most recently crime….
�
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Public Data Principles are Key

• Data release driven by public and 
businesses

• Publish the data unless good 
reason not to

• Public data will be timely and fine 
grained

• Public data will be published in 
reusable, machine-readable form

• Release data quickly, and then 
re-publish it in linked data form

• Public data will be released under 
the same open licence which 
enables free reuse, including 
commercial reuse….
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The journey to stardom

E© Put your data on the Web (any format) with an OL

E©E© Make it available as structured data

E©E©E© Use open, standard formats

E©E©E©E© Use URLs to identify things

E©E©E©E©E©Link your data to other peopleAûs data

The Power of Linked 5E©Linked Data

• With data.gov.uk a 
national digital 
infrastructure being built

• URIs for schools, roads, 
bus stops, post codes, 
admin boundaries...

• Some of the data links 
across and connects 
other data together

• Key data link points exist
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Connect to the Web of Linked Open Data

Challenges

• Infrastructure

• Quality

• Interpretation

• Security and Privacy

• Upgrading ourselves
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Lesson - establish coherent policy 
principles

Photos: @memespring,
@MadLabUK

Lesson - continuously engage with 
developers



7/4/2011

14

Lesson - donAût be afraid of mistakes

Thanks to Andrew Stott 
for this example

[ + Linux, Mediawiki, Drupal, Varnish, Apache, ….]

Lesson - Keep the IT simple
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Location, location, location… 

Lesson – Open and Agile 

• Use TD, BU, MO

• Use agile methods

• Use open licences

• Use open standards

• Use public data principles

• Use the community

• Get strategic

• It is not just an IT project

Seize the Day
Carpe Diem
Saisir l’occasion

:
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Thank you

For advice and help on applied and practical open 
data and linked data projects see also

tim.organ@seme4.com

Chief Operating Officer

Seme4 Limited

18 Soho Square

LONDON

W1D 3QL


